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A brief overview of DIGITAL.CSIC 
 
• Open Access repository of the 
Spanish National Research Council, 
largest public research performing 
organization in the country 
• Multidisciplinary repository for 131 
research centers and institutes 
• Launched in January 2008 and 
developed as an central service 
under the coordination of the Unit 
of Information Resources for 
Research (URICI), formerly known as 
CSIC Research Libraries 
Coordination Unit  
• Nearly 150,000 items (top research 
types are journal articles,  
conference contributions, datasets) 
• Runs on DSPACE-CRIS v4.3  
Measuring impact and 
outcomes (CSIC Annual report 
2015)   
DIGITAL.CSIC: An institutional service 
and an Open Access initiative 
Services to institutional 
community (e.g. central 
services, like-minded 
initiatives, research 
institutes, scientists, 
projects, libraries …) 
A gateway to CSIC research 
outputs available in open 
access for a global 
readership 
INSTITUTIONAL 
USAGE  AND 
IMPACT 
GLOBAL REUSE 
AND IMPACT 
1. Indicators to track DIGITAL.CSIC usage by CSIC 
community: making an impact in institutional services 
 
Partnerships 
with other 
Central 
Services 
• Linkages with internal CRIS    
• Science and Society Initiatives 
Integration 
with CSIC 
institutes  
• Management of scientific 
publications by the institutes 
• Dissemination and marketing 
strategies 
• Services to research libraries  
Partnerships 
with 
publishing 
initiatives, 
research 
projects. 
scientists… 
• Hosting, publishing, curation, 
preservation of CSIC outputs 
• Enhanced visibility and access 
to well known research 
initiatives  
• Researcher profiles 
 
How CSIC Science and 
Society Programme and 
DIGITAL.CSIC reinforce 
each other  
Embedding DIGITAL.CSIC into CSIC 
institutes web sites 
DIGITAL.CSIC enhancing and feeding 
CSIC institute publications pages  
Publishing and preserving CSIC 
institutes journals and magazines 
Partnering with CSIC research libraries 
for innovative services 
Online exhibits enriched with open access 
contents in DIGITAL.CSIC 
Building personal dashboards 
Helping researchers open up 
personal profiles in DIGITAL.CSIC 
Maximizing access to well-known 
collaborative research projects 
Publishing Books of Abstracts and 
conference contributions  
Supporting Open Science projects 
Promoting uses of researcher profiles  
Altmetric in DIGITAL.CSIC 
Technical Implementation of Altmetric Badge on all types 
of items (dc.identifier.doi, dc.identifier.uri)  
Altmetric data useful for finding out what CSIC research 
topics reach wider communities; geolocate traffic; set the 
basis for potential collaborations; double check whether 
marketing campaigns are working.. 
Important  how to interpret the score   
Using Altmetric Explorer for Librarians to collect 
aggregated data, generate CSV reports, full range of filters 
Tracking interest in DIGITAL.CSIC outputs 
• Identification 
of top 
DIGITAL.CSIC 
Technical 
Office outputs  
• Reports of Aggregated 
data for researchers 
How to interpret Altmetric data?  
Most viewed items in 
Humanities/Social Sciences 
colections since August 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most downloaded items in Biology/Biomedicine 
collections since August 2015 
High presence of PhD theses amongst top items 
2. Indicators to track reuse by a global 
community 
Citation counts 
Item downloads  
Page views 
Altmetric 
Statistics about 
request a copy 
functionality 
Usage statistics in 
context (at author 
level, at collection 
level, at institute 
level, at research 
area level..) 
Downloads of 
datasets 
Gathering stories 
of real end-users 
Identification of 
DIGITAL.CSIC items 
available in Open 
Access with more 
external backlinks  
Collecting downloads of datasets 
https://stats.datacite.org/?q=#tab-
resolution-report  (September 2017 
data) 
Most downloaded datasets 
under Doñana Biological 
Station collections 
Counting the usage of “Request a 
private copy” functionality 
• Heavily requested by PhD and bachelor 
students, researchers, museums etc  
• More than 120 personal requests through the 
repository in a year  
• Text in the book: The entire high-resolution 
pdf file of this book is available for download 
from the web site 
https://digital.csic.es/handle/10261/130147. 
At that page, you can click on the word 
“English” at the upper left to make sure the 
information is in English rather than Spanish. 
At the lower right, click on the button 
“Request a copy”, which will bring you a new 
page from which you can send an email 
requesting access to the pdf. The book is also 
available from Springer as a pdf or e-book 
through institutional agreements. 
 
DIGITAL.CSIC Open in order to…Portal 
9 types of stories 
• Enhanced access to scientific and educational 
resources 
• Advancements in scientific and technological 
innovation 
• More information for caretakers and patients 
• Promotion of research careers 
• Preservation of scientific heritage 
• Push to new teaching methods 
• Increased public impact of science 
• Open Science Labs 
• Information sources for Media 
• Other 
 
Showcasing uses by a wide and diverse community: 
The stories highlight concrete benefits for 
researchers, independent scholars, students, 
caretakers, doctors, journalists, teachers, NGOs, 
cultural curators, citizen scientists, SMEs, passionates 
about science and cultural heritage etcetera  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXr943NXhNo  
 
 
 
 
2 ways to gather evidence of reuse: through 
the “Share your Open Access story” form 
available at item level in the repository and 
homepage and through SEO analysis 
a) Stories by DIGITAL.CSIC readers 
b) Analysis of reuses of highly linked 
items and/or with lots of downloads 
Huge potential!: Analysing how media 
benefits from Open Access 
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